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A SUMMARY OF OCCURRENCES

Relating to the miraculous Preservation of our late Sove-
reign Lord King Charles I1., after the defeat of his Army
at Worcester, in the year 1651. Faithfully taken from
the express personal testimony of those two worthy Ro-
man Catholics, Thomas Whitgrave, of Moseley, in the
county of Stafford, Esquire, and Mr. John Hudleston,
Priest of the Holy Order of St. Bennet, the eminent
instruments under God of the same Preservation.

To the end that future ages may be rightly informed, and
duly sensible of the mercies and blessings of the Almighty,
bestowed upon our late Sovereign Lord, of happy memory,
King Charles II., and in him upon the whole nation, by
the signal preservation of his sacred life and person from
the hands of the rebels, after the defeat of his army at
Worcester, we shall here, to the glory of God, the pro-
tector of princes, briefly set forth, with all plainness and

- sincerity, such particular passages and circumstances as
occurred immediately before or during the time of the
refuge and safety he found, in his greatest danger and
exigence, at Mr. Whitgrave’s house at Moseley.

Please therefore to know, that his Majesty's army being,
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civility, but said he was well satisfied with his present
quarters, yet, withal, entreated the Colonel that he would
keep the opportunity of his sister's pass, and retain his
horses till he heard from him again. Thus they took
leave of each other, and the Colonel returned home.
" The next day, being Friday, his lordship sent John
Pendrell to learn what was become of the King, and what
had passed at White Ladies. John, returning the same
night, brought word that the King went the night before,
with his brother Richard, towards Severn, designing to
pass over into Wales. Upon this information, my lord
resolved to accept of the proffered benefit of Mrs. Lane’s
pass, and accordingly, next morning, being Saturday, he
desired Mr. Whitgrave to send to Colonel Lane’s for his
horses. He dismissed John, in the afternoon, home to
White Ladies; and the horses arriving at a certain place
and time appointed, about midnight he took leave of Mr.
Whitgrave, with all due expressions of gratitude and kind-
ness, and so departed to Bentley. .
Saturday.—And now my lord being gone, Mr. Whitgrave
and Mr. Hudleston entertained themselves with thoughts
and solicitudes concerning the King. They had heard
nothing of him all that day. The last intelligence brought
by Jobn from White Ladies on Friday was, that the King
was gone, the night before, with Richard towards Severn,
for Wales, but what success he had, or what was become
of him since, they knew not. Wherefore, anxious be-
tween hopes and fears for his Majesty’ safety, they resolved
to go the next day, being Sunday, to White Ladies for fur-
ther satisfaction. Whilst they were thus determined, and
walking together very early on the back-side of the orchard
on Sundey morning, they were surprised to see John Pen-
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where Mr. Whitgrave and Mr. Hudleston both waited
for him. Upon his arrivel, he was immediately conducted
to my lord, who, with much impatience, expected him in
his chamber, The King being thus, by God’s blessing,
safely introduced into the house, after some private dis-
course, had between him and my lord, his lordship, ad-
dressing himself to Mr. Whitgrave and Mr. Hudleston,
said, “ Gentlemen, the person, whom you see here under
this disguise, is both your muster and mine, and the mas-
ter to whom we all owe our duty and allegiance:” upon
which, they both kneeling down, his Majesty admitted
them to the honour of kissing his hand; then bidding them
arise, told them that he had received from my lord so
good a character of their loyalty and readiness to serve
and assist him and his friends in those dangers, that he
never would be unmindful of them or theirs. Immediately
afterwards he asked, “ Where is the private place which my
lord speaks of 7’ They then shewed him the place of his
retreat for avoiding surprisals, which having seen, entered
into, and much approved of, he returned to his chamber.
He then sat himself down on his bed-side, and Mr. Whit-
grave presented him with a little biscake-bread and a
glass of sack, which he took. While he thus sat, his nose
bled. At this accident, Mr. Hudleston seemed concerned,
but his Majesty said that it was usual with him; then,
taking out of his pocket an old coarse clout, which the
Pendrells had given him instead of a handkerchief, he re-
ceived the blood into it. Mr. Hudleston then presented
him with a fair handkerchief, and kept the bloody clout
to himself. After this, the King went to the fireside, sat
down in a chair, and gave Mr. Hudleston leave to pull off
his stockings and shoes, stuffed within with white paper,
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said, “ Your Majesty is, in some sort, in the same con-
dition with me now, liable to dangers and perils; but I
hope God, that brought you hither, will preserve you here,
and that you will be as safe in this place as in any castle
of your dominions.”

The King, addressing himself both to Mr. Whitgrave
and Mr. Hudleston, replied, “ If it please God I come to
my crown, both you and all of your persuasion shall have
as much liberty as any of my subjects.”

It is now Tuesday night, and the hour of his Majesty’s
departure from Moseley approaches. At twelve o’clock,
Mr. Whitgrave informed his Majesty that Colonel Lane
attended at the place appointed, with the horses, to con-
duct him to Bentley. His Majesty then, with all the
feelings of kindness and gratitude for their fidelity and
indefatigable care, day and night, in his service, bid adien -
to Mr. Whitgrave, his mother, and Mr. Hudleston: they,
kueeling down, begged his Majesty’s pardon for any mis-
takes they might have committed through ignorance or
inadvertency in discharge of their duty. And thus, accom-
panied by Mr. Whitgrave and Mr. Hudleston, the King
went down to the corner of the orchard where the Colonel
waited with the horses. Mr. Hudleston, reflecting on
the coldness of the season and thinness of his Majesty’s
disguise, humbly implored he would vouchsafe to accept
of his cloak, for a protection from the severity of the
weather. The King put it on; then, again, they all
making their obeisance, and with tears imploring the
Divine Goodness for his Majesty’s safeguard, the King
mounted and came that night to Bentley, from whence,
by the means of the above-mentioned pass of Mrs. Lane,
he escaped, under the notion of her servant, out of the
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country and nation, remaining beyond the seas”till the
time of his no less wonderful restoration.

This is the sum of the signal preservation of the sacred
life and person of our late Sovereign Lord, King Charles I1.,
at Moseley ; wherein the Almighty hand of God is clearly
manifest, not only in the preservation itself, but also in
effecting the same by means so weak and disproportion-
able to the end. To Him be honour and glory for ever.
Amen.

TroMas WaITGRAVE.

Joaxn HubpLrLesTON.




